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Planning and Development on the Estate — Finding the Right Balance ...

Planning matters are often among the most discussed topics within Moor Park, and
understandably so. Our estate is home to residents of all ages and backgrounds, each with
different needs and aspirations for their homes.

Many properties on the estate were built decades ago and, in some cases, have seen very little
alteration since. Whilst these homes possess great character, some are no longer ideally suited to
modern family living. Residents often wish to extend or remodel their properties to create larger
kitchens, family spaces, home offices, and additional accommodation that reflect today's lifestyle
requirements.

At the same time, many residents value the established character of the estate and are
understandably concerned about excessive development, prolonged building works, and the
potential loss of the spacious, leafy environment that makes Moor Park such a desirable place to
live.

The Three Rivers District Council Moor Park Conservation Area Appraisal recognises both
perspectives. It is not intended to prevent change or modernisation but to ensure that
development preserves or enhances the special character of the Conservation Area. Well-
designed extensions and alterations that respect the established character of the estate are
entirely consistent with the objectives of the Appraisal.

Fortunately, most Moor Park properties sit on substantial plots, allowing talented architects to
create imaginative and sympathetic designs that provide additional accommodation without
compromising the spacious nature of the estate. Good design can often satisfy both objectives.

For residents considering extensions or redevelopment, they are encouraged with their architect
to engage with MP59 Planning Consultant, Richard Wyndham-Smith, at an early stage and to
have regard to the guidance contained within the TRDC Moor Park Conservation Area Appraisal.
Informal discussions before plans are finalised can often provide valuable guidance, help identify
potential concerns, and avoid unnecessary delays, objections, or appeals later in the process.

Contrary to some misconceptions, the planning system is not intended to prevent change. The
purpose of the Conservation Area Appraisal is to help ensure that new development respects the
distinctive qualities of Moor Park whilst allowing homes to evolve to meet modern family living.
Careful planning and thoughtful design can achieve both objectives.

Moor Park (1958) Ltd — Annual General Meeting ...

Thank you to everyone who attended the Company’s AGM on 25™ June, during the exceptionally
warm heatwave. We greatly appreciated your time and commitment in joining us, despite the
challenging weather conditions. Your attendance and engagement are invaluable and we thank
you for your support.

Please see below the link to the meeting Minutes.
https://www.moorpark1958.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/260629-AGM-2026-Minutes-2.pdf



https://www.moorpark1958.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/260629-AGM-2026-Minutes-2.pdf

Celebrating the Quiet Heroes of Moor Park ...

Moor Park has always been more than just a collection of beautiful homes. It is a community, and
communities thrive because of the kindness, generosity, and consideration shown by their
residents.

Whilst public achievements and awards are often recognised, there are many residents amongst
us who quietly make a difference every day without seeking acknowledgement or recognition.

They are the neighbours who check in on elderly residents, provide lifts to appointments, help
with shopping, visit those who live alone, collect prescriptions, walk a neighbour's dog, or simply
offer companionship and support during times of illness or difficulty.

These acts of kindness may seem small, but they can make an enormous difference to the lives
of those receiving them. They help create the caring and supportive atmosphere that makes Moor
Park such a special place to live.

We would therefore like to invite residents to nominate individuals who have shown exceptional
neighbourly spirit or performed acts of kindness within our community. With their permission, we
hope to feature some of these stories in future editions of BiteSize and celebrate the people who
help make Moor Park a better place for everyone.

If you know someone whose kindness deserves recognition, please send a brief description of
what they have done and why you believe they should be acknowledged.

Together, let's shine a light on the quiet heroes amongst us.

Hans Patel
Communications Director

Manager’s Report ...

Bonfires

Due to the current prolonged dry weather, there is a significantly increased risk of fire spreading.
Even small bonfires can quickly become difficult to control and pose a serious risk to neighbouring
properties, gardens and surrounding vegetation.

For everyone’s safety, we kindly ask all residents to refrain from lighting bonfires or any other
open fires on the Estate until conditions improve.

We appreciate your understanding and thank you for your support in helping protect our
community and reduce the risk of accidental fires

Hose Pipe Ban

It has been reported that many residents are still using sprinkler systems and hose pipes. Please
be aware that during the temporary ban, which has been introduced by Affinity Water due to the
prolonged dry weather, you must not use a hosepipe connected to the mains water supply for
activities such as:

Watering your garden, lawn or plants on domestic properties.

Washing your car at home.

Filling or topping up a swimming pool, paddling pool or domestic pond.
Cleaning patios or driveways, walls or windows with a hose or pressure washer.

You can still;

o Water plants using a watering can or bucket.
e Fill a watering can from an outside tap.
o Used stored rainwater from a water butt.



Moor Park Residents Association (MPRA) Update ...

e Moor Park Residents Association Summer Picnic on the 28th June...what a fabulous
day!

Residents gathered on 28 June for a sun-soaked afternoon on
the Warrior Pitches at Merchant Taylors’ School, where the
Moor Park Residents Association hosted its second summer
picnic. More than 100 neighbours of all ages joined in, bringing
an impressive spread of homemade dishes that quickly filled
the tables.

Between energetic games and plenty of relaxed conversation,
residents also enjoyed a creative moment at the Art Stall,
where guided painting sessions helped everyone channel their
inner Picasso. Donations from the stall supported Mount
Vernon Cancer Charity, adding a meaningful touch to the day.

The picnic was a wonderful celebration of community spirit, a
chance to reconnect with familiar faces and welcome new
ones. MPRA extends heartfelt thanks to Merchant Taylors’
School for their generous support in making the event possible
and to all those who managed to take part.

Follow @moorparkresidents on Instagram for updates, and
keep an eye on the MP Community Events WhatsApp
Group for future events.

e Community WhatsApp Group - Book club

What started as a simple idea for a friendly space for avid readers to come together to discuss
books, has quickly become a place of social connections and culinary delights for the Moor Park
Book Club.

. We meet every four to six weeks and have ranged widely in our
reading, from Small Things Like These, a historical novella set in
Ireland, to The Dust Child, a dual-timeline story set in Vietnam.
Discussions are lively, wide-ranging, and genuinely good fun.

But the Book Club has a twist, as well as lively discussions about
the books and themes themselves, we love the chance to explore
different restaurants where the cuisine or restaurant reflects the
theme of the book. We have enjoyed everything from a private dinner at Le French Corner to
Japanese food at Kyoto Sushi. Our June read, The Covenant of Water, was set in Kerala, so we
celebrated with a wonderful South Indian feast of dosas, idlis at Sarasas.

A highlight from last year was a special evening at Wyld Thyme with one of our resident authors,
who shared a fascinating insight into her writing process and the literary world behind.

Members read in different ways, some borrow books from the library, others download them on a
Kindle or listen to the audiobook. However we read, we all come together to enjoy discussing the
themes, the moments that made us laugh, and the ones that made us cringe.

Curious? Join us via the MP book club under the Moor Park Community WhatsApp group.
We'd love to have you along.



e Pooh, Piglet and Eeyore have moved in!

Another gorgeous creation from our MP Knit and Natter craft group, proof that
yarn and imagination can transform even a humble post box, just like a
"smackerel" of honey can transform Pooh's day.

This is the latest in a line of delightful toppers from the group this year, and
we're so grateful for the time and creativity they pour into brightening our
community. Like Pooh and friends, the group thrives on good company,
knitting and crochet which are wonderful for wellbeing at any age, easing
stress and keeping hands and minds busy, all while making new friends along
the way.

New faces welcome, whatever your experience, get in touch via MP Knit &
Natter craft group under the Moor Park Community WhatsApp group to join the adventure!

e Yule Want to Save This Date!

It's not quite time to think about mince pies and tinsel, but it’'s time to save the date for the Moor
Park Christmas Fair which will be held on Sunday 6th December. Expect festive cheer, seasonal
treats, and that unmistakable buzz of the community coming together to kick off the Christmas
season. Full details to follow, but grab your diary now.

e Joining the Community WhatsApp Group

All Moor Park residents are welcome to join the Community WhatsApp Group, which currently
hosts 15 topic groups including Walk & Talk, Book Club, Gardening, Knit and Natter, and Theatre,
alongside those mentioned in this month’s Bitesize.

Not yet a member? Email moorparkresidents@gmail.com for further information




